HISTORY  OF  THE  NEW  WORLD.

251

then several men, more or less, each with a reed, blow till
the metal is fused.    It is now taken out, and the goldsmiths
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Method of working gold and silver.
seated on the ground, provided with some black stones
shaped on purpose, and helping each other, make, or more
correctly speaking, used to make during their prosperity,
whatever they were commissioned to do ; that is, hollow
statues, vases, sheep, ornaments, and, in short, any animal
they saw.
As to Spanish productions found in this kingdom in cool
and temperate localities, they reap a good deal of wheat;
there are also some vines, but they yield little fruit; though
some look forward to making wine shortly in those countries,
and that they will be able to grow the greater part of the
Spanish fruits. But according to my judgment, although
nobody can do away with hopes, they will never see them
realized, for the air and the constellations of the seasons are
tlio Indians, without the use of steol and iroD,"   LoVa Translation, 1612.
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